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——wvelut Sylpis, ubi pafim 
Palantes error certo de tramite pellit, 
finiftrorfum, bic dextronfum abit : ‘unus utri 
Error, fed variis illudit partibus. 
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~ the treaty of Utrecht; which, undoubtedly, 
might have been more favourable to the inte- 
@ re{t of Great Britain, had the reigning mini- 
ey ftry ufed all the advantage which the fuccefs 

of the war afforded. Why they did not make 
7 ® ue of thofe advantages is a queftion, which, 
perhaps, hath never been candidly difcuffed. 
To fay they were bribed. by the French King to defert their al- 
lies ; or that they formed a fcheme for bringing in the Preten- 
der, which could not be executed in time of war, are affertions 
- that favour much of party, and ftand unfupported by any pofi- 
tive proof. Though the enquiry into the conduct of that mini- 
_ftry, which took place in the beginning of the enfuing reign, 
_awas carried on with all the eagernefs of inveterate rancour, no 
Alifcovery was made, which could fix upon them a 
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‘of any fuch correfpondence or defign. ‘On the contrary, had any 
plan been formed by them in favour of the Pretender, it was 
more likely to have fucceeded in time of war,. when. they could 
have fent abroad thofe troops which they could not éruft at home, 
and might have paved the way for a French invafion, in order te 
facilitate the projected fucceflion: but it is now well ‘known, that 
the rival minifters of Queen Anne were, at this very time, each 
feparately endeavouring to ingratiate himfelf with the hovfe of 
Hanover; and fume perfons of honour at that time, principally 
concerned in the fchemes and deliberations of the Tory party, 
are ftill living to bear witnefs, that nothing was ever intended 
by that party to the prejudice of the Proteftant Succeflion, which, 
indeéd, they themfelves had eftablifhed by act of parliament, 
. We mutt, therefore, find out fome more adequate reafons 
that fhould induce the miniftry of thofe days, firft to negotiate 
with France, and then conclude fuch an exceptionable treaty. 
That it was high time for the Englifh to think of peace, will 
fcarez be denied by thofe who reflect, that the political circum- 
ftances of Europe, which gave rife to the alliance againft France, 
were entirely changed by the death of the Emperor Jofeph. The 
~~ bufinefs was to curb the ambition of the French monarch, and 
prevent the kingdom. of Spain from being-united in his family, 
left the ballance of power between.the houfes .of .Bourbom and 
Aufiria thould be. deftroyed, and the liberties of Europe be en- 
dangered from the encroachments of the preponderating competi- 
tor for univerfal dominion, By the time King Charles was called 
~ tothe-imperial throne, the power and infolencé of Lewis were 
humbled in the duft. He had felt the moft mortifying reverfes of 
fortune: his kingdom was exhaufted; and his remaining fubjects 
were reduced to mifery and defpair. With refpect tothe ballance 
* of power, his fcale now. kicked the beam; and if any danger 
threatened the liberties of Europe at this junéture, it was natural 
to look for it in the quarter of Auftria, an houfe notorious for ra- 
pacity and ufurpation, which, confidering the low ftate of France, 
would have become too formidable, from the pofleffion of Spain, 
and the Weft Indies, vefted in the perfon of one individual. 
THE original aim of the war, was therefore fruftrated ; and 
the profecution of it would have been produétive of that very 
evil, which it was meant to prevent. Befides, England bore a 
great deal more than her fhare of the burden, without the poffi- 
bility of reaping advantage from any conquefts that might be made 
on the continent of Europe, to which the endeavours of the con- 
federacy, were in a peculiar meafure confined. A continuation of 
the war, would have ferved only to wafte the blood and treafure, 
and augment the burdens of Great Britain, to oblige our thank- 
lefs and mercenary allies, who never honeftl paid their propor- 
‘tion of the expence, though they were cariohal by the war; to 
in- 
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increafe the dominion of the Emperor, and by cruthing the houfe 
of Bourbon, deftroy that very equilibrium, which it was the pro- 
fefled intention of the confederacy to preferve. 

TuHese motives, tho’ of themfelves fufficient to influence an 
honeft miniftry to embrace the firft opportunity of concluding an 
honourable and advantageous peace, were, in all probability, rein- 
forced by others of a factious natures but, Tam perfuaded; that 
the treaty was) precipitated by the virulent oppofition which was 
_made to the meafures of the adminiftration ; and that France owed 
all the favour which the found in this treaty, much more to the 
-emiflaries of the Whig Party, than to the indulgence of the Tory 
Minitters. Great Britain was divided into two powerful factions; 
-and the-conteft was for power. | The Tories had engroffed the ad- - 
miniftration ; and) the Whigs eagerly feized. every occafion to 
bring their adverfaries into difgrace with the people. It was not the 
good of their country, but the intereft of their faction, which they. 

had at heart. ‘They certainly had no attachment to the houfe of 
Auttria, which had ever been greedy and ungrateful; unpropi- 
tious tothe liberties of Europe, and ayerfe to the Proteftant Reli- 
gion: neither had they any affection for our Dutch allies, our in- 
fidious rivals in commerce, .whofe conduc had been ever felfith 
and fordid; who had fhuffled and evaded furnifhing their quota 
of troops and money, and): made.a feandalous jobb of the war, by 
maintaining a clandeftine trade with the common enemy. . They 
were not actuated by any regard for the liberties of Europe, be- 
caufe their defire of protracting the war manifeftly tended to de- 
{troy the ballance of power, which they affected to eftablith. All 
thefe. therefore, were no other than pretences, furnifhed by the oc- 
cafion, to throw duft in the Eyes of the public, and exafperate 
the bulk of the people againft thofe minifters, whom they with- 

ed and endeavoured to fupplant. 
AccORDINGLY, the cry was raifed to a hideous pitch of fedi- 
tious clamour. The Queen was fcandalized in her private cha- 
racter ; fhe was reprefented as a woman of weak intelleéts ; as 
a contemptible puppet, moved by worthlefs favourites; and privy 
to a defign in favour the Pretender. Her minifters were re- 
viled as the authors and inftigators of this infamous {cheme; as 
the panders of arbitrary power. the abettors of Romith fupertfti- 
tion ; the enemies of good faith ; the betrayers of the honour and 
intereft of the nation; who had fhamefully abandoned their allies ; 
relinquithed and renounced the patriot views of the grand alliance ; 
and concluded with the houfe of Bourbon a feparate treaty, jn 
which the’ advantages of the war, the dignity, the fecurity, and 
commerce of their country, were fcandaloufly and treacheroufly 

Tue cry began while the treaty was in agitation. No abufe 
was fpared: no fource of calumny was left unexhanfted, ‘The 
par- 
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artifans of the oppofition railed and reproached in public and in 
in converfation. They ftarted a thoufand ob- 
jeétions, and damned the treaty by anticipation. They feigned 
circumftances, and argued upon them as facts.. When the peace 
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: Hl was concluded, every article of it pafied the fiery ordeal of their 
a cenfure: they pretended to demonttrate the abfurdity, the difho- 
ae nour, the pernicious. tendency of every ftipulation. They fet 
> eS the feal of reprobation on the whole; they did not {cruple 
4 1 : to declare, that fuch a peace could be of no duration; that 
eh. the war would break out with redoubled violence, in lefs than 
Raa twelve months; or, (which was worfe) the Pretender would be 
ae H brought in, popery re-eftablithed, and the fires of Smithfield be 


ee lighted up to burn the Proteftants, before three years fhould be 
Paty elapfed.. Such are the inflammatory notes which have always 
Fea been uttered toawake the fpirit of civil difcord and fedition. Thefe 
were {welled into a loud chorus by a variety of inftruments, by 
the minifters of our German allies; the emiflaries of our Dutch 
allies ; the friends and adherents of amercenary, enriched by con- 
traéts, connivance, and every fpecies of military peculation ; 
finally, by all thofe who found their private account in the con- 
tinuation of the war, and might be faid to fatten on the blood of 
_ One may eafily judge what an outcry muft have been raifediby 
‘fuch a numerous and eager pack of* adverfaries, heated by faction, 
ftimulated by avarice, and unreftrained by principle ; and what 
effect it muft have had on the minds of a populace, incapable of 
thinking for themfelves, fudden, fufpicious, and impatient, gree- 
dily devouring every doubt, and eafily fermented by artful infina- 
ation. The-ituation of the-miniftry was truly perplexing. The 
humanity of their fovereign, the true intereft of their country, de- 
clared for peace: the multitude. clamoured for war, while thofe 
who influenced the moneyed corporations, threatened to diftrefs 
the hands of government, in the article of fupplies, by which only 
the war-could be maintained. ‘Phe French King was well. inform- 
ed of thefe tranfactions; and did hot fail to take advantage of the 
~inteftine troubles, which perhaps, his-emiffaries had ‘helped to fo- 
ment in the ‘bowels of this kingdom. -He ‘knew that peace was 
the only method by which the: miniftry could extricate them{elves 
and their country from the difficulties in which they were ,invol- 
ved: he therefore declined accepting fuch terms as he mutt ‘have 
. been obliged to seceive, had the Britith nation ‘been unanimous 
and determined. to stwod srl) Le bee 
Even after the treaty was figned, and confirmed by the fanc- 
tion of parliamentary approbation, the ferment améng:the people 
did not fubfide. The indefatigable demagogues continued to {peak, 
fo write, to preach, and to prophecy againft the infamous peace 
of Utrecht, They had artfully infinuated themfelves into the-good 
graces 
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graces.of -the Prince deftined to the fucceffion ; and he .no fooner 
safcended the throne, than they feized the opportunity of gratify - 
ing their revenge. The individuals concerned in negotiating and 
ratifying the treaty, were perfecuted, impeached, imprifoned, and 
-fome of them obliged to abandon. their country. But as foon as 
stheir adverfaries had overwhelmed :them with ruin, and eftablith- 
~ed their own influence about thethrane,. beyond all poffibility of 
-reverfe, the treaty .of Utrecht, which they had branded as infa- 
amous and pernicious, ‘they left unaltered and undifturbed; and 
sinftead of producing a frefh rupture in Jefé than one year, it re- 
mained in full force very near thirty, a period of tranguillity al- 
«moft unexampled in the.annals. of .England, during which, fhe 
enjoyed, without interruption, every blefling which opulence and 
fecurity could beftow. 

‘Wnedame arts that were afed to embarrafs the miniftry, and re- 
tard the peace of Utrecht, have been lately revived with redoubled 
-ranceurs and, as the emiflaries of faction have proceeded with lefs 
wattifice, their endeavours have met with fuccefs from a greater 
fund of.infatuation. As for thofe honeft partizans, who now h- 
wbour.in.the vineyard.of fedition, their mifreprefentatians.have been 
fo grofs, their.afperfions fo brutal, and their falfhood fo.often re- 
fated, -that it is fcarce.credible they fhould meet with the leaft de- 
gree of.credit.or attention, from a .pegple who had not refigned 
all regatd for decency and virtue, and all pretenfions to human 
weafon. It «is not expected, that men .of weak underftandings 
fhould enter into fubtle difcuffians on of jpolitical fpecula- 
‘tion; far lefs is it imagined, that candour can refide among the - 
devotees of faction: but one would naturally hope, that thefe who 
‘have reafon would -exercife it; that they wauld enquire, diftin- 
guith and determine for ‘themfelves, rather than yield implicit 
faith to every aflertion, eventhe.moft infamous, that drops from 
the pens confecrated to faction, dbloquy, and defamation: that 
they could.confider objects in-every pointef view, and .ndeavonr 
‘to examine -every-circumftance, fo as to judge from the general ef. 
fe& of the whole, inftead of rafhly deciding from a tuperficia! 
glance of one particular part, exhibited in a falfe, fallacious light, 
by the hands of men repeatedly convicted of impofture, 

I am led into this reflection by a remarkable inftance of :preju- 
dice, which lately fell under my own obfervation. A very honeft 
man, at acertain coffee-houfe, taking up a paper, which, for fame 
time paft, has been the hackneyed vehicle of {currility andflander, 
reada paragraph, importing, that Lord B—e had weakened the 
f{quadron deftined for the defence of our fithery on the banks of 
Newfoundland ; and that inftead of two thips, half a dozen had 
been appropriated for that fervice, during the miniftry of his.pre- 
deceffor. On this foundation, which was a notorious falfhood, 
the author ‘had raifed a fuperftructure of the ~vilett anes 

abufe. 
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‘The gentleman, without giving himfelf the trouble to enquire 
whether the premifes were true, fwallowed the deduction with 
peculiar eagernefs, and exclaimed: “ Thefe are ftubborn facts, 
«« which the friends of Lord B—e will never get over.” A per- 
fon who fat by him, ‘without making any reply, took care to fup- 
ly him with another paper, in which the falfhood of this very 
imputation:was deteéted; and this he perufed in filence, -without 
‘having candour enough to own the injuftice of the charge, and the 
effrontery of the dccufer. If aman of fentiment and-éducation 
could be thus warped by the moft palpablé Manders ; what effed 
.muft they have upon the illiterate and illibetal dregs of the people, 
‘who ferment with every leaven, and are never better pleafed, than 
when theirfpleen is gratified with fome.calumny, «which tends to 
the difgrace of their fuperiors! | a 
Av Lcontend for-is this: That thofe whom heaven hath blef- 
fed with rational faculties, would:employ thefe faculties with tem- 
per and deliberation, in their ‘enquiries after truth; that they 
would be upontheir guard againft prejudice and partiality, that 
‘they would vindicate themfelves from the inglorious fetters, which 
-any fet of men would hang upon théir underftanding, and receive 
with proper-caution, and laudable diftruft, every defamatory hint, 
every infidious infinuation, whether relating to private.character, 
or public condu&, which may be circulated by a vile.crew of in- 
-cendiaries, the profefled enemies of their Prince and his govern- 
ment, the proftivutes of a defperate fattion, and, as far asin. them 
dies, the parricides of their.country. | 
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